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Australia
GENDER IDENTITY DYSPHORIA UPDATE AND DEVELOPMENTS IN PROPERTY SETTLEMENT LAW
Lisa Young
This chapter first updates the issue of treatment of children with gender identity dysphoria. This was earlier discussed in the Australian chapter in the 2013 Survey. It has now been held that a court need not authorise ‘stage 1 treatment’, which involves reversible drug treatment, but must do so with respect to ‘stage 2 treatment’. Stage 2 is irreversible and requires an assessment of the child’s competence to decide on the treatment. The chapter then explores case law on property division. In particular, ‘big money cases’ are examined. One issue that has led to differing judicial views is the extent to which a party’s ‘special skills’ can influence the outcome.
Brazil
SAME-SEX FAMILIES IN BRAZIL: AN OVERVIEW AFTER THE TRIAL OF ADI 4277 AND ADPF 132 BY THE SUPREME COURT 
Marianna Chaves
In 2011, the Brazilian Supreme Court held that a same-sex union is a family entity and from this came all the rights and obligations emanating from the stable union between a man and woman. This included marriage. The Supreme Court’s decision was a true paradigm shift. Although the decision is of binding effect, there are still members of the judiciary who challenge the decision. Brazil is a country where the written law is highly prestigious. Therefore it is essential that the Supreme Court decision be embedded in legislation, either through constitutional amendment, reform of the Civil Code or enactment of a special statute.
Canada
UNMARRIED COHABITATION IN QUEBEC – LIBERTÉ OU ÉGALITÉ? 
Martha Bailey
Quebec’s rate of unmarried cohabitation is higher than in the other provinces and similar to that of Canada’s three sparsely populated territories that span the northern part of the country. The legal framework for unmarried couples in Quebec is also distinctive. Unlike other Canadian provinces, Quebec has not included unmarried couples in either its spousal support or marital property regimes. The constitutionality of these rules was recently challenged in the Supreme Court of Canada but unsuccessfully. The decision was not unanimous in all respects. The chapter also explores the ultra-Orthodox Hasidic group called Lev Tahor. Quebec’s child welfare services began investigating Lev Tahor. Litigation in relation to the children is incomplete but in the meantime the children have been taken to other parts of Canada and as far away as Guatemala. Trying to get the children back from Guatemala has been far from straightforward.
Chile
THE MAPUCHES AND THE CHILEAN FAMILY LAW
Ursula Pohl
This chapter explores some of the tensions between the Western-based law of Chile and the culture of the indigenous Mapuches. Family law and inheritance law bind all Chileans, including the Mapuches. As a result, the ways of the minority Mapuchees are somewhat ignored. For example, the Mapuches practised polygamy but this was made illegal in 1884. Nevertheless, the practice still exists in reality. This is also reflected in the growth in illegitimate children, even recently: 54% in 2003 and 65% in 2011. However, the mixing of cultures has led to a high value all Chileans assign to the family. This has roots in the traditional family structure of the Mapuches.
China
EMPIRICAL RESEARCH ON THE JUDICIAL PRACTICE OF THE POST-DIVORCE RELIEF SYSTEM – TARGETED ON SAMPLED CASES HANDLED IN A GRASS-ROOTS PEOPLE’S COURT IN CHONGQING IN 2010-2012
Wei Chen, Lei Shi and Wenjun He
In order to examine judicial practice of the post-divorce relief system in China, we sampled divorce cases in a grass-roots people’s court in Chongqing in 2010-2012. Using statistics from our survey, we analyzed deficiencies of the post-divorce relief system. We found reasons for these shortcomings. Based on this analysis, we put forward suggestions on how to improve the present system: strengthen training of judges in gender theory; establish family courts; improve the burden of proof in cases concerning divorce damages; reframe the standard for determining ‘living difficulties’ in post-divorce financial assistance cases; and finally, expand the scope of application of post-divorce economic compensation.
Czech Republic
NEW FAMILY LAW IN THE CZECH REPUBLIC: BACK TO TRADITIONS AND TOWARDS MODERN TRENDS
Zdeňka Králíčková
As in many other post-Communist countries, radical changes to Czech Family Law were not expected to take place without a re-codification of the Civil Code.  In the past years there were a number of attempts to create a New Civil Code involving a lot of new ideas and authors.  Nevertheless, a common feature of all the Drafts was that Family Law, since 1949 being a separate legal regulation, was to be integrated into the New Civil Code.  As late as 2012, after a long ‘transitory’ period typical of a great number of disparate amendments of the old codes that had been products of their times, a New Civil Code was adopted as the Act No 89/2012 Coll.  It came into effect on 1 January 2014.  The New Civil Code may be said to be ‘a reasonable compromise’ taking into account traditions and new phenomena, models and tendencies.  The new Czech Family Law may then be characterized with the word ‘continuity’ with the previous legal regulation because many changes of law or its application occurred shortly after 1989 as a consequence of amendments and the case law of the Constitutional Court and the European Court of Human Rights, among others.

England and Wales
THE BATTLE FOR PARENTHOOD – LESBIAN MOTHERS AND BIOLOGICAL FATHERS 
Mary Welstead
Many lesbian couples have found themselves in a state of conflict with the biological fathers of their children. These women long to become parents, and sperm donation is the most common method by which they conceive children. Some couples prefer to use an anonymous sperm donor which will leave them free to bring up a child in a male free family. Other couples take what they perceive to be a safer route and ask a man whom they know to become the biological father of their children whilst also wanting to create an autonomous matricentric family. 
The six cases discussed in this chapter demonstrate that biological fathers who are known to the lesbian mothers of their children want to become ‘real fathers’ and not discarded once conception has been achieved. The cases all reveal a lack of concordance between the intentions and perceptions of the participants in their procreative projects and the chaos which ensues for both adults and children. 
In determining these conflicts, the courts have sought to find new approaches to lesbian families which they regard as complex foreign familial territory.  In doing so, they have grappled with the role of agreements about parenting made prior to the conception or birth of a child; the relevance of the heterosexual family model; the role of vocabulary in reflecting the nature of new forms of familial relationships; the elusive nature of the best interests of the child test when adult relationship stress is pleaded; the differences between the various orders under the Children Act 1989, and the effects of the Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 2008 (HFEA 2008). 
The decisions show an empathetic approach to the mothers’ demands.  This has tended to be at the expense of the wishes of biological fathers to have a significant relationship with their children and the rights of children to have a male parental role model. The courts have perhaps been encouraged in their tentative attempts to recognise the model of a matricentric family by the questionable policy behind the HFEA 2008 that alternative family forms without fathers are sufficient to meet a child's need. 


 
France
A CHRONICLE OF FRENCH FAMILY LAW
Centre for Family Law, University Jean Moulin, Lyon
French family law had not seen such a hectic period for a long time. Certain long-standing problems still stir controversy on specific aspects, such as the equality of conjugal modes with the right of residence of French "partners" (2); above all, however, numerous reform bills and actual reforms have seen the light, albeit the great family law, the most anticipated amongst them, has been deferred, delayed and suspended for the umpteenth time (1). In contrast, change to abortion law is currently under discussion (3), reform of family court proceedings is being considered (4) and new tax provisions concerning the family quotient system are already in force (5). On the part of the European Union, increased awareness of the need for a European text to simplify the movement of civil status records has produced a regulation proposal (6). On the other hand, the opening of marriage to same-sex couples by the law of 17 May 2013 still faces strong headwinds. As regards domestic law, for starters, the State Council has denied registrars the right to rely upon a conscience clause to refuse the performance of such marriages (7). Concerning private international law, judges faced the question of whether a same-sex marriage between a French and a Moroccan could be celebrated while both States remain bound by a bilateral agreement providing for the application of national law to civil status and, therefore, to the basic conditions for marriage (8). However, these issues were unavoidable and, therefore, singled out even before the enactment of the law. Likewise, difficulties connected to the situation of children born abroad with the assistance of a surrogate mother were generally anticipated. Conversely, the extreme position adopted by the Court of Cassation was largely unexpected (9). Furthermore, this stands in stark contrast with the position taken by the Court in another matter; namely, by refusing to annul, despite the impediment provided for in French law, a marriage celebrated between a woman and her ex-stepfather, on the basis that it had lasted for over twenty years (10). 

Germany
REFORMING THE LAW ON PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 
 Luise Hauschild
One out of three children in Germany was born out of wedlock in 2012, marking significant changes in modern society that the law has to be adapted to. This chapter presents an overview of the recently implemented changes in German law on parental responsibility. In 2010, the German Federal Constitutional Court found the former statutory regulation unconstitutional because of basic rights violations to the detriment of unmarried fathers. Following the ruling, the courts were prohibited from applying the provision and German legislators became obligated to change the statutory law accordingly. This chapter outlines the main goals and principles of the new provisions and examines the criticism that is voiced by scholars and practitioners alike.

Hong Kong
REFORMING HONG KONG’S FAMILY LAW: STILL MORE TO DO? 

Anne Scully-Hill

Over the course of 2013 aspects of Hong Kong’s family law, including the eligibility of post-operative transsexuals to marry in their acquired gender, the meaning of ‘matrimonial property’ in ancillary relief cases and changes to the way in which the courts hear child custody cases have changed by virtue of steps taken and decisions made by the judiciary.  Mostly these changes have promoted equality and enhanced respect for the traditionally disempowered and for minority rights. However, there is a limit to the change that can be effected by the judiciary alone. Change to some aspects of family law can only be delivered by the Hong Kong Administration, for example, the establishment of a Children’s Commission or the introduction of far-reaching, and necessary, reforms to legislation across the spectrum of family law. It is in the Executive’s engagement with reform of family law that more remains to be done.

India
SURROGACY FOR SINGLE AND UNMARRIED FOREIGN PERSONS: A CHALLENGE UNDER INDIAN LAW

By Anil Malhotra and Ranjit Malhotra

Assisted reproductive technology, including surrogacy, has been in vogue in India since 1978 and today an estimated 200,000 clinics across the country offer artificial insemination, in vitro fertilization and surrogacy.  Building on the chapter in the 2013 edition of the International Survey, the authors discuss some of the recent cases in India on surrogacy, including those involving persons from overseas, and explore the prevailing legal position. Administrative guidelines issued by the Ministry of Home Affairs on 9 July 2012 stipulate that only married foreign men and women whose marriage has lasted for at least two years are eligible to apply for medical visas for the purposes of surrogacy in India. This affects all single persons and unmarried couples seeking visas. The authors argue that the guidelines are unlawful and beyond the Ministry’s authority.
Iran and Armenia
RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF SPOUSES IN IRAN’S LAW IN COMPARISON WITH ARMENIA’S 

Grigor Bekmezyan and Gholam Reza Shirazi

The goal of this study is to provide an answer to the question of what are the regulated reciprocal rights and duties of spouses in the institution of the family based on the legislation of Iran and Armenia. Under the legislation of both countries, mutual love and respect, and mutual assistance and responsibility are the basis for the make-up of a family, and intentional interference into family affairs is not allowed. According to Armenia's legislation, property obtained by spouses during their marital life is in their joint ownership unless a contract between them establishes otherwise, but under Iran's legislation such property is in the ownership of the husband unless otherwise provided. In Iran, although provision of maintenance costs is the husbands' responsibility, wives in many cases work outside the home and help to provide maintenance.   

Ireland
IRISH ABORTION LAW – LEGISLATING TO STAND STILL?
Maebh Harding	
The legality of abortion in Ireland has been the subject of hugely divisive public debate for over 30 years. The Irish Constitution acknowledges the right to life of the unborn as equal to the right to life of the mother. On 1 January 2014, the Protection of Life During Pregnancy Act 2013 came into force.  The Act is the first piece of legislation to regulate the provision of domestic abortion. Ireland retains one of the most restrictive abortion regimes in the world. Abortion is permitted only where continuation of the pregnancy is of direct risk to the life of the mother.  Access to information about legal abortion services in other countries remains restricted to pregnant women. This chapter maps the development of Irish law from an express constitutional ban on abortion to legislation for a limited constitutional right to abortion. It is argued that frequent reminders of the practical impact of the law on individuals are essential.
Italy
JOINT CUSTODY OF CHILDREN ON SEPARATION AND DIVORCE: THE CURRENT LAW IN ITALY: AN OVERVIEW OF THE LAW AND HOW IT IS APPLIED
Federica Giardini
This chapter explores the law of joint custody as found in Italy since 2006. One of the fundamental principles is that all children, both legitimate and ‘natural’, should have a continuing relationship with both parents even on the breakup of the family unit. Thus, the court must give priority to joint custody and award sole custody only where joint custody would be against the child’s interests. The 2006 law also provided that parental authority, for example in relation to education and health, was to be exercised by both parents. Under a reform in 2012, the language of ‘parental responsibility’ replaced ‘parental authority’. 


Japan
TWO LANDMARK DECISIONS OF THE SUPREME COURT:
ONE TOO LATE; THE OTHER STILL EARLY
Yangwhan Kim
In 2013, the Supreme Court of Japan handed down the two landmark decisions. In the first, the Court held that the provision in the Civil Code that the intestate share of an illegitimate child should be one half the share of a legitimate child violated the Constitution. In the second case, a child was born by artificial insemination by donor to a mother and her husband. The latter had earlier suffered from gender identity disorder and had undergone sex reassignment surgery from female to male. Although sexual intercourse was physically impossible, the Court held the child to be the legitimate child of the ‘father’. The first decision was long overdue. The second was somewhat premature because Japan has no legislation on assisted reproductive technologies and the presumption of parenthood on the face of it seemed to be rebutted by the facts.

Kenya
CHANGING THE CONSTITUTION AND CHANGING ATTITUDES: RECENT DEVLOPMENTS IN KENYAN FAMILY LAW
F Banda
This chapter gives an overview of some of the recent family law developments in Kenya, starting with the 2010 Constitution which has led to radical change of family law. It has already resulted in the passing of the Matrimonial Property Act, which gives recognition, for the first time, to non-monetary contributions made, often by women, in looking after the home and family. Pending is a Marriage Bill, which tries to rationalise the plural marriage system in Kenya, but the 2007 draft has been criticised for retaining polygyny. Also noteworthy is the work of the judiciary in determining fairer distribution of property on death. Problematic is the legislative vacuum with respect to intersex people and the failure to provide them with the means to acquire identity documents without having to declare themselves as either male or female, the only two options available. The problem has been exacerbated by the reluctance of the upper judiciary to provide protection for this disenfranchised group.


Korea
WHEN A REVEALED AFFAIR IS A CRIME, BUT A HIDDEN ONE IS A ROMANCE: AN OVERVIEW OF ADULTERY LAW IN THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA
Ann Black and Kwang-Soo Jung
The Republic of Korea is considered one of the economic powerhouses of the world. Korea’s recent industrialisation and development, known as the ‘miracle on the Han River’, has meant its 50 million people are well educated, affluent, urbanised and technologically savvy. Yet, they are the inheritors of a rich history with legal traditions that span four millennia. This inheritance has not been altogether jettisoned by modernisation. In particular, Korea’s distinctive Neo-Confucianism continues to inform the foundations of Korean life, notably family relationships and concepts of morality, propriety, and ethics. The law of adultery is from this tradition and lies at the juncture of tradition and modernisation. Korea’s communitarian orientation and prioritisation of family values come head to head with modern individualistic notions, of rights to privacy, sexual autonomy, and happiness now enshrined in Korea’s Constitution. One role allotted to the Constitutional Court of Korea is to mediate these competing interests and, since its inception in 1988, the constitutionality of the crime of adultery has regularly featured on its petitioned case list. In addition to analysing the reasoning of the Justices of the Constitutional Court in the four cases determining the constitutionality of the existing laws on adultery decided thus far, this chapter situates these laws in their historical contexts, and dissects them in their contemporary operational parts: as a criminal offence, as a ground for divorce with ancillary determinations, and as a civil suit for compensatory damages. The operation of each is detailed through analysis of Court cases especially from the Supreme Court of Korea and by review of criminal and civil legislation. The chapter also reflects on the continued debate on the application of adultery laws including perspectives from the judiciary, academia and the media, before concluding that, while the criminal dimension may soon change, its civil law consequences seem destined to remain.  

Lesotho
PROTECTING ORPHANS AND VULNERABLE CHILDREN IN LESOTHO: AN ASSESSMENT OF THE CHILDREN’S PROECTION AND WELFARE ACT, 2011
Julia Sloth-Nielsen
The Lesotho Children’s Protection and Welfare Act of 2011 was inspired by the need to put in place effective legal mechanisms for the identification and provision of services to alleviate the plight of orphans and vulnerable children in the country. Several provisions bear testimony to the social phenomenon of HIV/Aids and its impact upon children as a motivating factor for the Act. However, two main concerns are that the Act is light on detail on the specifics of alternative care, including a sound framework for intercountry adoption as well as foster care. Secondly, the Act shies away from comprehensively addressing adolescent sexual health in the HIV context, notably as far as access to contraception and condoms is concerned. This provides some evidence of the rather conservative social environment within which the Act was eventually passed.

Macedonia
FAMILY LAW IN THE NEW CIVIL CODE OF THE REPUBLIC OF MACEDONIA: KEY ISSUES AND NECESSARY REFORMS
Dejan Mickovik and  Angel Ristov

The Republic of Macedonia is in the process of writing its Civil Code, and family law will be integrated into the Code. The authors analyse the place of family law in the codification. They suggest that family law ought to have been reformed and they propose amendments to the national Macedonian legislation on the legal regulation of cohabitation and on the need for regulation of marital agreements. The authors propose the adoption of joint parental responsibility after divorce and point out the need for the court to create an opportunity to examine the views of the child at a time when the parents and institutions are making decisions about their rights and interests. The authors advocate regulation of the legal status and protection of the family home.

Mozambique
THE RIGHT TO ALTERNATIVE CARE FOR CHILDREN DEPRIVED OF A FAMILY ENVIRONMENT: OVERVIEW OF INTERNATIONAL NORMS AND THE LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF MOZAMBIQUE
Usang Maria Assim and Aquinaldo Mandlate
This chapter spells out the clear international obligations relating to the right to alternative care for children deprived of a family environment. In Mozambique, the Children’s Act and the Family Code are part of the country’s efforts to domesticate international law standards on alternative care. The incorporation of international norms is positive, but challenges remain. These include a lack of regulations to guide the implementation of the law, the need to provide for inter-country adoption, and the need to clearly designate kinship care as one of the solutions, while still allowing for informal kinship placements.


The Netherlands
DUTCH CO-MOTHERHOOD IN 2014  
Ian Curry-Sumner and Machteld Vonk

From 1 April 2014 Dutch lesbian couples can become legal parents without the previously required adoption procedure. The birth certificate will show a mother and a mother who has given birth to the child. Two new Acts have been passed on the topic. This chapter explains the consequences of these Acts for co-mothers and their children and, where relevant, the consequences for other groups of parents. The first part of this contribution examines the situation where the women concerned are Dutch and the child is born in the Netherlands. The second part examines cases that have an international element, for instance where the child is born in the Netherlands but both women are American nationals living in the Netherlands. 


New Zealand
CHILD POVERTY IN NEW ZEALAND – DEFINITIONS, CONSEQUENCES, AND POSSIBLE LEGISLATIVE RESPONSES
Mark Henaghan and Ruth Ballantyne

New Zealand is currently experiencing a child poverty epidemic with as many as 25 per cent of New Zealand children (approximately 270,000 children) presently living in impoverished conditions. This chapter considers the growing child poverty problem in New Zealand, the difficulty of defining exactly what counts as child poverty, the immediate and long-term consequences of child poverty, and the reasons why New Zealand needs to implement child poverty legislation. The chapter concludes with an exploration of four proposed pieces of legislation (the Child Poverty Reduction and Eradication Bill, two on food in schools, and the Vulnerable Children Bill), which should be enacted to help reduce the high level of child poverty.

Papua New Guinea
CUSTOMARY POLYGAMY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND THE CONSTITUTION IN PAPUA NEW GUINEA
John Y Luluaki
Polygamy, or more specifically polygyny which is the state of a man being simultaneously married to two or more wives, as a form of customary marriage has been the subject of much discourse in Papua New Guinea. The major reasons for people opposing polygamy are that it is unchristian, unconstitutional, discriminatory against women and a violation of their rights, causes family breakdown and violence, is uneconomical, bad for children, contributes to population growth, and leads to HIV and AIDS. Essentially, this paper critiques the major reasons advanced against polygamy. It is hoped to show a common failure inherent in all the views opposed to polygamy of misunderstanding the essence of customary polygamy. In other words, the purpose here is, rather than supporting polygamy, to explain why the arguments that have been advanced against polygamy cannot be supported by a full understanding of polygamy itself.

The paper also proposes that the debate regarding polygamy should be embraced within the broad framework of human rights and related fields contained in the Constitution. Polygamy itself may not be wrong. Its management is the problem because it is failing a lot of people. Nor is it inconsistent with the underlying principles of human rights. Polygamy is also about making choices. The right to choose is a basic tenet of human rights. An objective discussion of polygamy within the context of human rights is not possible without first rejecting bias, personal experience and other baggage. Culture is also an important matter for human rights. Culture by nature is not always opposed to ‘choice’; the challenge is to promote choice within the parameters of a cultural context provided by the Constitution. Polygamy also provides the country the opportunity to develop a local body of underlying law to reflect its diversities in culture, custom and tradition. However, the logrolling process of cutting and pasting foreign and international standards on the domestic legislative has inhibited the development of independent local themes regarding human rights in a country as diverse as Papua New Guinea. 
Poland
SEPARATION OF ASSETS WITH EQUALIZATION OF ACCRUED GAINS (ACCRUALS): A MARITAL PROPERTY REGIME FOR THE MODERN FAMILY?

Anna Stępień-Sporek and Margaret Ryznar

Separation of assets with equalization of accrued gains is one of the marital property regimes introduced in Poland in 2005. However, it is still not chosen very often. This is because marital property agreements are not generally popular, and because of a lack of information in the media. This chapter outlines the regime, suggesting some necessary reform. The chapter also addresses the usefulness of the regime in both the European Union and in countries such as the United States. 

Puerto Rico
ELECTRONIC VISITATION, LESBIAN ADOPTION AND SUPPORT
Pedro F. Silva-Ruiz
This chapter on the family law developments in Puerto Rico covers various topics: (1) virtual, computer visitation by the non-custodial parent in divorce proceedings; (2) the adoption of a minor by the woman cohabiting with the biological mother of the said minor and (3) the revision of the Guides establishing and modifying support decrees.


Solomon Islands
FAILING TO ADOPT A NEW APPROACH: THE LAW OF ADOPTION IN SOLOMON ISLANDS
Jennifer Corrin and Eleanor Foote
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Solomon Islands, the contest between the (often) competing norms of state law and customary laws is particularly acute in the field of family law. A further complexity arises from international law, which often makes demands which conflict with local culture. This chapter examines the law on adoption in Solomon Islands, both historically and under the current regime. The legal system within which the law on adoption operates is outlined, including a discussion of the complex legal pluralism comprised of state law, customary laws and international law. The chapter looks at the law on adoption, both under the Adoption Act 1958 (UK), which formerly applied in Solomon Islands, and under the locally drafted Adoption Act 2004, with reference to relevant case law. The legislation is assessed against the requirements of the Convention on the Rights of the Child and the relationship between the legislation and customary adoption is discussed. Although the law was reformed in 2004, it is argued that there is a need for further changes, both to take account of the Convention and to clarify the relationship between adoption under state law and adoption under customary laws. 

Switzerland
NEW RULES ON PARENTAL RESPONSIBILITY IN SWITZERLAND
Ingeborg Schwenzer and Tomie Keller
New rules on parental responsibility entered into force in Switzerland on 1 July 2014. The aim of the reform was to introduce joint parental responsibility as a general rule independent of the parents’ marital status and therefore to enhance equal treatment of women and men and to eliminate discrimination of children born out of wedlock and children of divorced or separated parents. However, some distinctions remain. Whereas married parents are automatically vested with joint parental responsibility, unmarried or divorcing parents have to fulfil further requirements in order to be awarded joint parental responsibility. Despite this, the reform and the intentions of the legislature are a very welcome step.

United States
DEVELOPMENTS IN FAMILY LAW IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA IN 2014
Lynn D Wardle
This chapter explores a range of important developments in the United States in 2013, dominated by several highly controversial decisions about the definition of marriage and of alternative family relationships. These cases involved not only adult relationships but also parent-child ones. The general trend in the decisions in 2013 was toward giving formal legal family status and marital equivalence to non-traditional family and quasi-family relations. The cases illustrate that conventional family forms and relationships are, to some extent, being reshaped by a wide variety and growing number of non-traditional family and quasi-family relationships. Courts exist to deal with less-than-ideal relationships, and American courts will increasingly have to deal with such relationships for the foreseeable future.  The unanswered and ultimate question is to what extent legal recognition of such alternative-to-traditional-family relationships, and their inclusion within family forms dealt with by family courts, will detrimentally alter traditional husband-wife and parent-child relationships, rights, and family responsibilities.  
Zimbabwe
THE CONSTITUTION OF ZIMBABWE 2013 – A CONSTITUTIONAL CURATE’S EGG
F Banda
The 2013 Constitution is the most significant development in recent Zimbabwean law.  As the supreme law, its provisions will have a significant impact on family law in the courts, if not in practice. Constitutional guarantees of equality and non-discrimination including on grounds of sex, gender and marital status will challenge laws that discriminate against women.  Customs and culture are made subject to the non-discrimination and equality provisions, a huge step towards ending the discrimination that led to women being denied the same rights to inherit as male relatives.  Also welcome is the review of citizenship laws and the removal of discrimination, especially against married women.  Regrettable is the narrow heterosexist view of family and marriage in the Constitution, denying the rights of those of same-sex orientation.
