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ISFL CARIBBEAN REGIONAL CONFERENCE 
Magdalena Grand Beach & Golf Resort, Tobago.     
“Safeguarding the Human Rights of Family Members from the Womb to the Tomb.”
December 13- 16, 2022.
Registration: Monday:  8:30a.m.- 6:00 p.m.; Tuesday 8:30 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.

Day 1:  Tuesday, December 13, 2022
SOCIAL OUTING - 9: 30 a.m. ----2:30 p.m.	
OPENING CEREMONY- 6:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Hosted by the Tobago Tourism Agency Limited.
[image: ]
National Anthem, Procession of Flags, Welcome, Greetings, Addresses.

Keynote Address: The Hon. Madame Justice Bernadette D’ Souza, Chief Judge, New Orleans Civil Court.
“A Holistic Approach to Eradicating a Most Egregious Violation of Human Rights: Violence against Women and Children.”
     
Cultural Programme

COCKTAIL RECEPTION
Day 2:  Wednesday, December 14, 2022

 Session 1: International Human Rights of Children: 8:30 a.m. – 10:0 a.m.
Keynote Speaker: Professor Ursula Kilkelly: A Critical Analysis of the Convention on the Rights of the Child. (Ireland)

Dr. Margaret Burgess: Safeguarding the Human Rights of Children in the Commonwealth Caribbean. (Trinidad & Tobago)

 Professor Nancy Dowd: Children’s Equality Rights (USA)

Professor Oluwakemi Adekile: Children’s Rights in Nigerian Family Law -(virtual presentation) (Nigeria) 


      COFFEE BREAK 10:00- 10:20A.M.

[bookmark: _Hlk117538030]Session 2: Human Rights and Parenthood: 10: 20 – 11: 35: a.m.
Professor Brian Sloan:  The Chimera of Parenthood - (virtual presentation) (U.K.)

Professor Ronelle Prinsloo: Sperm Donors and Parental Responsibilities and Rights - (South Africa)
Dr. Elizabeth Perry: Parents’ Negative and Positive Human Rights in the Family Law Context (Sweden)

Session 3: Child Rights, Child Protection, Abuse and Neglect:  11: 35 – 1: 00 p.m. 
Professor Mark Henaghan: The Right of Children to give their views and be heard in the Family Court in New Zealand - (virtual presentation) (New Zealand)
Dr. Samia Bano: Care, Welfare and Protection: Analysing the experience of British Muslim children under the Children’s Act, 1989 (U.K.)

Margaret Hinds: Sexual abuse of children in Trinidad and Tobago: Our   responsibility in making our children safe. (Trinidad &Tobago) 
Dr.  Natalie Dick: Child Abuse and Disability. (Trinidad and Tobago)



[bookmark: _Hlk118643123]LUNCH BREAK: 1:00 – 2:00 P.M.

Session 4: Child Protection:  2:00 – 3:30 p.m. 
Dr. Giulia Binato: On the birth and the death of an “online alter ego”: children’s life on social networks as a new challenge in family law - (virtual presentation) (Italy)

Professor Trine Shultz, Dr. Hanne Hartfort, Dr. Anne Mork Pederson: Safeguarding the Human Rights of Family in Out-of- Home Placements. (Denmark)

Professor Inga Kudinavičiūtė-Michailovienė: Alternating residence of the child- (virtual presentation) (Lithuania).

TEA BREAK 3:30- 4:00 P.M.

Session 5:  Human Rights of Family Members: 4:00 – 5:30 p.m. 
Professor Alice Diver: Templates for a right to family life in the shadow of adoption. Redressive reforms and calls for apologies in Ireland and the U.K.  (Ireland)

Ravita Babwah: The Effectiveness of the Child Abduction Convention in Trinidad and Tobago. (Trinidad &Tobago)

 Lorenn Walker: Re-entry Planning Circles for Promoting Human Rights of Families Harmed by Incarceration. (Hawaii, USA)






















Day 3: Thursday, December 15, 2022
Session 6: Human Rights, Law, Ethics and Religion: 8:30 – 9:45 a.m.
Professor Robin Fretwell: Abortion and the demise of Roe v Wade. (USA)

Dr. Lynette Seebaran-Suite: The case for abortion law reform in Trinidad and Tobago. (Trinidad & Tobago)

Ms. Rebekah Ali-Gouveia: Abortion jurisprudence of the Roe era, the role of elected representatives and human compassion in support of complex family relationships. (Trinidad & Tobago)

COFFEE BREAK:  9:45– 10:05 A.M.
Session 7:  Children’s Human Rights in the Justice System:  10:05 -11: 25a.m.
His Honour Judge John Walker: Right of the child to participate: New Zealand Experience - (virtual presentation) (New Zealand)

Professor Michelle Donnelly: Wrongs and Rights of the Scottish Youth Justice System. (Scotland)

Professor Orsolya Szeibert: The child’s best interests and child’s voice in custody and contact cases - (virtual presentation) (Hungary)

Session 8:  Thorny Issues of Human Rights -Domestic Violence: 11:25- 12: 45p.m
 
Keynote Speaker: Dr. Lorenn Walker: Domestic Violence and Restorative Justice. (USA)

Senator Hazel Thompson-Ahye: Domestic Violence and the Law in Trinidad and Tobago: Plus Ça Change, Plus C’est La Même Chose? (The More It Changes, the More It’s the Same Thing?) (T&T.)

The Hon. Justice Bernadette D’ Souza: Domestic Violence: A Challenge for the Judiciary? (USA)

LUNCH  12: 45 – 1: 40 P.M.
[bookmark: _Hlk117676660]Session 9:   Human Rights and Gender:  1.40 - 3:10 p.m.
Master Sydelle Johnson: A Gendered Decision: An Evaluation of the Meaning of Equity vs Equality in Property Settlement Cases in Trinidad and Tobago since the Pronouncement in Persaud v Persaud. (Trinidad &Tobago)

Professor Lea Mwambene: Gender, African Customary Marriages and Women’s rights to property in South Africa. (South Africa)
.
Professor Dr. Elisabeth Alofs: Wealth transfer in legal marriages, cohabitation, after divorce and death in Belgium from a gender perspective. (Belgium)

Dr. Michael Attah: Intestacy and Virilocal Marriages: Will Achieving Equal Inheritance Rights for Women Remain a Trudge in Nigeria? (virtual presentation) (Nigeria)

[bookmark: _Hlk118990170]TEA BREAK 3:10- 3:30 P.M.

Session 10:  Using Human Rights Principles to Redress Imbalances- 3:30-4:45 p.m.
Professor Helen Fenwick and Dr. Andrew Hayward: Human Rights and the Protection of Cohabiting Couples. (U.K.)

Prof. Dr. Jens Scherpe: Dealing with the realities of a global surrogacy market. The law reform proposals for England and Wales and for Scotland. (Denmark)

Assoc. Professor Frank. H. Pedersen: Creating incentives for intended parents to do the right thing 
(Denmark)

GALA BANQUET: 8:00 P.M.
……………………………………
















Day 4:  Friday, December 16, 2022
Session 11:  The Law and Human Rights: - 9:00 – 10:45 a.m.
Keynote Speaker: The Hon. Mr. Justice Adrian Saunders, President of the Caribbean Court of Justice: The Role of the Caribbean Court of Justice in Advancing Human Rights. (St. Vincent)

Professor Marsha Garrison: Why Does Family Law Change? (USA)

Professor Ursula Bassett: Does contemporary family law discriminate against mothers? Let us check… (virtual presentation) (Argentina)

Professor Elena Falletti: Legal, scientific, and ethical issues on scientific research on newborns. (virtual presentation) (Italy)

COFFEE BREAK  10: 45 – 11:10 A.M.
Session 12:  Human Rights and Discrimination: - 11:10- 12:30 p.m.       
Professor Dr. David Papke and Dr. Elsie Papke: A Right to Housing for the Poor in the United States. (USA)

[bookmark: _Hlk118544229]Asst. Professor Daisy Cheung: Adult Guardianship: The Chinese Experience with the UNCRPD. (virtual presentation) (Hong Kong)

Professor Helen Fenwick and Dr. Daniel Fenwick: Relying on Human Rights Treaties to establish access to same-sex marriage- confronting the question of cultural sensitivities. (U.K.)


[bookmark: _Hlk118647278]	LUNCH  12: 30 – 1: 30 P.M.	
Session 13:  Human Rights and Vulnerable Adults:  - 1:30 - 3:00 p.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk116992184]Keynote Speaker: Professor Masha Antokolskaia: Family Law in Europe: An Academic Network elaborates on Empowerment and Protection of Vulnerable Adults. (Netherlands)

Professor Badrinath Rao: Tackling the Enemies Within Law, Elder Abuse and Families Under Stress in India. (USA)

Kate Jones and Jyoti Woods: Elderly Relatives and the Right to Private and Family Life. (U.K.)


TEA BREAK: 300- 3: 30 P.M.
CLOSING CEREMONY 3:30 – 5:00 P.M.

Social Event
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